
AETERNI REGIS CLEMENTIA PAPAL BULL

For a perpetual remembrance.

Since, through the Eternal King’s clemency, wheryby kings reign, we have been placed in 
the most lofty watchtower of the Apostolic See, we earnestly seek the stability, 
prosperity, quiet, and tranquility of all Catholic kings, under whose auspicious guidance 
Christ’s faithful ones are cherished in justice and peace, and we fervently desire that 
sweet peace may thrive among them.

Moreover we graciously apply the strengthening power of apostolic confirmation to what 
we find to have been done with that object by our predecessors, the Roman Popes, and 
others, in order that it may remain forever firm, unshaken, and far removed from any 
risk of controversy. A while ago, when it was brought to the hearing of our predecessor, 
Pope Nicholas V, of happy memory, that formerly Henry, regis infante of Portugal, uncle 
of our most dear son in Christ, Alfonso, the illustrious king of the kingdoms of Portugal 
and Algarve- [Here follows the confirmation of the Bull of January 8, and the Bull of 
March 13]

And in like manner they will not disturb, trouble, or molest any persons, whomsoever, 
who, under any title or in any way or manner whatsoever, shall trade or traffic in or 
acquire the said merchandise or trade of Guinea, or the said lands, shores or coasts, 
discovered or to be discovered, in the name or under the authority of the said lords, king 
and prince of Portugal, or of their successors. On the contrary, by these presents, they 
do promise and assure, in good faith and without deceit, the said lords, king and prince 
of Portugal, and their successors, that they will not send a mission, of themselves or 
through others, order or consent, but rather forbid that any of their people, native or 
subject, in any place or at any time, or in any case, imagined or not imagined, or any 
other foreign people who might be within their kingdoms and dominions, or who might 
be equipped or provisioned in their ports, go to traffic in the said trade, or in the islands 
or lands of Guinea, discovered or to be intrined, without the permission of the said king 
and prince of Portugal.

Neither will they give any occassion, favor, opportunity, aid, or consent, direct or 
indirect, for such trade, nor permit the equipment or freighting of such expeditions for 
those regions in any manner.
And if any of the natives or subjects of the kingdom of Castile, or any foreigners 
whosoever, shall set about trafficking in obstructing, injuring, plundering, or acquiring by 
conquest the said Guinea or its trade, barter, or mines, or the lands and islands, 
discovered or to be discoveed, without the express license and consent of the said lords, 
king and prince of Portugal, or their successors, all such shall be punished in the manner, 
place, and form ordained by the said article of this new revision of the treaties of peace 
which will and ought to be observed in maritime affairs against those who land upon the 
shores, bays, or ports in order to plunder, commit depredations, or do evil, or who shall 
do such things on the high seas.
Moreover, the king and queen of Castile and Leon, promised and agreed, in the manner 
abovesaid, for themselves and for their successors, not to concern themselves to 
interfere in any manner with the conquest of the kingdom of Fez, just as the former 



sovereigns of Castile, their predecessors, abstained from meddling with it; but the said 
lords, king and prince of Portugal, and their kingdoms and successors shall have a free 
hand to prosecute the said conquest and to defend it as they please.
And the said lord and lady, king and queen of Castile, promised and agreed faithfully 
that, neither of themselves nor by any other, in court or out of court, in fact or in law, 
will they raise against this agreement, nor any part of it, nor anything that pertains to it, 
any suit, doubt, question, any other contention, but that, on the contrary, they will 
observe and fulfill everything strictly, and will cause it to be observed and fulfilled 
without any diminution.

And in order that in the future ignorance might not be alleged of the prohibition and 
penalties involved in the said matters, the said king or queen immediately ordered the 
justices and officials of the ports of their aforesaid kingdoms faithfully to observe, fulfill, 
and execute everything herein ordained, and to proclaim and publish it in their courts 
and in the said seaports of their aforesaid kingdoms and dominions, so that it might be 
universally known.
We, therefore, to whom all the Lord’s flock is committed by Heaven, and who, as we are 
bound, desire sweet peace and tranquility to flourish and endure forever between 
Christian princes and peoples, earnestly wishing that the bulls of Nicholas and of 
Callixtus, our predecessors, and the article inserted above, and all and singular their 
contents, may remain stable and unimpaired forever, to the praise of the Divine Eternal 
and the lasting peace of the princes and peoples of each of the aforesaid realms; of our 
own motion not in compliance with any petition offered to us on this subject, but of our 
spontaneous liberality, foresight, and certain knowledge, and from the plenitude of 
apostolic power, considering the decrees of Nicholas and of Calixtus, our predecessors, 
the articles aforesaid.

Let no one, therefore, infringe or with rash boldness contravene this, our confirmation, 
approbation, reinforcement, regulation, and mandate. Should anyone presume to do so, 
be it known to him that he will incur the wrath of Almighty God and of the blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s on the twenty-first day of June, in the year of the 
Incarnation of our Lord, one thousand, four hundred and eighty-one, in the tenth year of 
our pontificate.


